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36TH FIGHTER SQUADRON
8TH FIGHTER GROUP
APO 713 Unit 1

17 april 1944

STATEMENT OF WITNESS

on the 16 april, 1944, I was the flignt leader of npgate Specialn,

our mission being te escort one B=25 on & searcning mission in the
gepik River Area. We took off from Nadzab at 1020K, with weather up
the valley and over the target area being overcast from 3,000 te 6,000
feet. We were over the target area from 1lA5K te 1330K and at 1330K I
radioed the B=25, telling him I was returning with my flight to our
base. T and my flisht=-2nd It. WALTER H. MIKUCKY, wingman; 1lst Lt.
LAWRENGE REEVES, Element Leader and 2nd Lt. ROBERT R. KEQOWN the
zlement—turned towards our base from sepik River Area, flying approx-
jmately 50 miles iniand. On our course, We encountered a heavy over-
cast about 15 miles south of Annenberg that had gotten down te 1,00

feet and rain squalls. At this point I changed our course and headed
for ladang, with the intention of landing at Saidor. When we reached

the coast at Yalu Point the overcast was arpain down to 1,000 feet and

s solid sheet of rain falling., with my flight still together we head-
ed out to sea in an attempt to find an opening in the clouds. Off
valu pPoint we found a hole and circled for 20 minutes, and then I
radioed my flight that I was turning to the left. Ly wingman,

1t. Jikucky, followed but elenent leader and his wingman turned te the
right. This was at 1440K and the last T saw of the element. With my

right engine alreaay featnered, 1 radiced my wingman, telling him that
T was bailing out and instructed him te do the same--it being impossible

to get tnrougn the weather with a snortage ot fuele. 1 bailed out off
valu point irom approximtely 800 feet, landing in tnhe water 1=% miles
from shore. This eccurred at 150UK. 1In & few minutoes T was rescued
oy @ barge and told that my wingman, Lt. Mikucky, had crashed inte the
sea and exploded abouvt a mile away.

T remmined at Saidor over nignt and returned to my squadron tne
17t of April, with no further evidence concerning the elewment of my

fligfltu s
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O“EUGEJNE A./ZIELINSKI,
1st Lt., ‘"ir Corps.
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3€TH FIGHTER SQUADRON
8TH FIGHTER GROUP
APO 713 Unit 1

18 April 1944

STATEMEN! OF SQUADRON RESCUE OFFICER

On the 16 April, 1944, "Agate Special", a four-ship flight of
P-381s was retuirning from escorting one B-25 on a search mission in

the Sepik River area. As the flight, consisting of lst Lt.
EUGENE A. ZIELINSKI (Flight Leader), 2nd Lt. WALTER H. ) TKUCKY

(Wingman), lst Lt. LAWRENCE REEVES (Element Ieador) and 2nd Lt.
ROBERT R. KEOWN (Klement), turned toward the base it soon ran into

very bad weather,

As soon as the fuel-time element had elapsed the 36th Fighter
Squadron Qperations notified Operations at Hqs. 8th Fighter Group,
A-2 at V Fighter Command and the rescue squadron. This was done at
approximately 1530K but nothing further could be done on the 1l6th
because of weatner,

On the 17 April, 1944, Catalina's and B-25'e, escorted by

fighters, searched the coast and iniand {rom the sea from Saidor
to “lexishafen., Three wrecks were sighted near Alexishafen but wecre

not ldentified.

On the 18 aprii, 1944, no news of the missing pilots and
planes has been received. The search is being continued,
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HHAROLD B. mmu‘dq,
znd .L.ltlt, .clll L}OI‘IIS’
ntescue Officer.
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